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tion I may be able to learn the secret of this longing which
is knocking at the door of my heart/

"For several minutes the great throng of people in the
audience-chamber fell into a deep silence, so deep that
if a pin had been dropped, one could have heard its fall.
They looked furtively at each other, and each wondered
in his heart, 'What is this Something for whose posses-
sion the king is willing to forfeit his whole Empire ?' At
last, the prime Minister arose from his seat, and related
a long story about his experiences. He sat down, and
others followed in the order of succession. All the while
the king shook his head, showing that the problem had not
been solved. Finally an old man, who had been the wise
mentor and guide of the king from his early childhood,
rose from his seat and, with a penetrating and convincing
voice, spoke as follows:

" 'Sire! I know the object of your Majesty's search.
You are longing for the water of Life, the fountain of
which is situated in the Kingdom of Darkness. I have
been there. I have seen it with my own eyes, and have
drunk of it deeply. Now having attained to Eternal
Youth, I am bound for the Kingdom of Light.' 'Oh!
Oh P the king exclaimed, rising from his throne, and shak-
ing oif his lethargy, 'that is the thing that I have wished
for, all my life, but I did not know what it was. From
this very moment I will make preparations to start the
search and will close my eyes to all rest and comfort till
I have found it/ Then he ordered his generals to sum-
mon the army, and issued an edict for the Imperial
Guards to prepare to start on a long journey. After a
week of feverish work, everything was ready and the
king appointed his successor.

"On the last day, the inhabitants of the capital arranged
a mammoth open air reception, and when the king had
delivered a farewell speech, amid flying colors, and to the